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www.rapidclean.com.au

 Exclusive Key Supplier Rebates and Incentives
 Preferential Buying Prices
 Tailored Marketing/Promotional Program
 Exclusive Homebrand Products
 Institutional Recognition as a Buying Group Member
 Company Intranet/Extranet and Website
 Annual Conference and Regional Meetings

Our prime objective is to add real value to  
your business through our buying power

Join Australia’s largest
Independent Cleaning Supplies

  Dealer/Distribution Group

“For as little as $385  
per month you can enjoy 

the benefits...
For details contact Martin Smith on (03) 9397 0788   
f • (03) 9397 1576  e • admin@rapidclean.com.au

T
he reaffirmation is due to wide variations in cleaning 
practices. Over the last several years the emergence of  
new microorganisms and the process for removing them 

from surfaces has required more time and attention, particularly 
to high-touch surfaces. 

The following statements are taken from the American Society 
for Healthcare Environmental Services Practice Guidance for 
Healthcare Environmental Cleaning:

Cleaning an Occupied Patient Room
To ensure consistent quality of  cleaning and adequate staffing 

resources for infection prevention, a total facility cleaning standard 
should be agreed upon in advance by environmental services, 
infection control and operations or administrative management.

By following all of  the recommended practice steps, an 
occupied patient room clean will take about 25 to 30 minutes per 
room. Time is determined by the number of  tasks and the time to 
perform each task in an efficacious manner.

Terminal Cleaning of the Patient Room                                                 
(Discharges or Transfers)

To ensure consistent quality of  terminal cleaning and adequate 
staffing resources for infection prevention, a total facility cleaning 
standard should be agreed upon in advance by environmental 
services, infection control and operations or administrative 
management.

By following all of  the recommended practice steps, a terminal 
clean will take about 40 to 45 minutes per terminal clean. Time is 
determined by the number of  tasks and the time to perform each 
task in an efficacious manner.

Specific guidance for cleaning and disinfecting can be found 
in the American Society for Healthcare Environmental Services 
Practice Guidance for Healthcare Environmental Cleaning. Time 
adjustments may be needed due to factors such as the size of  the 
room, number of  high touch surfaces and the amount of  furniture 
in the patient room. If  times require an adjustment, a detailed time 
and task study should be employed to ensure all areas receive 
proper cleaning and disinfection. The Infection Control committee 
should approve any deviations from recommended cleaning times 
based on the ASHES Practice Guidance manual.

ASHES Practice Guidance may be found at:

www.ashes.org/ 

The American Society for Healthcare 
Environmental Services (ASHES) of the American 
Hospital Association (AHA) at its annual meeting 
held late 2009 reaffirmed previously published 
practice guidance for the minimal time for proper 
cleaning and surface disinfection of patient rooms. 

Minimal 
cleaning 
times for 
patient room 
cleaning and 
disinfection
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